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Fox Scholarship Reflection Note 

A year as a Fox Scholar is many things: entirely unique, exciting, motivating, and, at times, 

daunting. It is a wonderful opportunity, especially at this juncture in my career. I have set out 

some of the highlights of my year below.   

Chambers’ Placements 

The placement of Scholars at sets of barristers’ Chambers is the backbone of the Fox 

Scholarship. Each placement is unique, but a consistent theme across all of them is the emphasis 

on advocacy, both written and oral. This year, I was privileged to sit at four different sets. 

My first placement was at 4 Pump Court, with Luke Wygas. Luke’s practice is largely focused 

on construction law about which I knew very little. After a couple of months with Luke, I found 

construction law so engaging that I hope to incorporate similar matters into my future practice. 

Highlights of my placement include several substantial adjudications and two memorable 

motions to strike. My thanks to Luke for involving me in these matters so extensively! 

The second placement, at 187 Chambers, was no less interesting. 187 Chambers is a dedicated 

criminal law set. Amongst other matters, I was privileged to shadow counsel in three separate 

fraud trials – all lively affairs! I found it particularly interesting to see the criminal law in 

practice instead of in theory. I am very grateful to Gideon Cammerman KC and all the members 

of Chambers with whom I sat for their hospitality and the learning opportunities afforded to me. 

My placement at Lamb Building furthered my exposure to criminal law practice. My time at 

Lamb Building included attending a full trial – beyond the legal issues, an interesting 

opportunity to see the mechanics of the court – and a parole hearing. Bernard Richmond KC and 

Katie Knaefler were both very generous with their time.  
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My final placement with John Robb at Essex Court Chambers marked a return to the commercial 

side of the law. John has a diverse commercial practice and, as a result, I was involved in a range 

of matters, encompassing everything from complex shareholder disputes, shipping disputes, and 

agricultural disputes.  I found it particularly useful to engage with the mechanics of pleading 

some of these complex matters. I appreciated John involving me in so many different matters and 

areas of practice. 

Other Opportunities  

In addition to placements at Chambers, I was also afforded opportunities to marshal for judges. I 

was privileged to marshal for Lord Legatt at the Supreme Court and thoroughly enjoyed 

engaging in discussions with his Lordship after hearings had concluded for the day. Experience 

marshalling for Judge Katz at the Old Bailey was also fascinating and presented opportunities to 

hear directly from the judicial officers tasked with hearing some of the most serious criminal 

matters that come before the courts.  

My placement with JUSTICE was a window into a different type of advocacy. As a non-profit at 

the intersection of law and policy, JUSTICE plays a key role in policy development through the 

submission of briefs and testimony to parliamentary committees and other bodies. My research at 

JUSTICE focused on the increasing use of AI by self-represented litigants in the UK courts and 

proposed some policy options to help address this new and increasingly prevalent phenomenon. 

Ellen Lefley and the whole team at JUSTICE do exciting work and were very welcoming. 

I was privileged to attend training courses at Middle Temple, including the Pupils’ Advocacy 

Course, Accredited Mediator Training, and an Advocacy Weekend at Cumberland Lodge. All 
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the courses were superlative and have undoubtedly strengthened my advocacy skills. I am 

grateful to Christa Richmond for facilitating Scholars’ attendance of these events.  

Goodenough College 

No reflection on the Fox Scholarship would be complete without a mention of Goodenough 

College where Scholars reside. Tucked away in Bloomsbury, the College is a welcoming and 

diverse community of graduate students (and a couple of Canadian lawyers!).  

I found the College to be admirably located for exploring London and the UK more broadly. On 

the rare occasion when something was not happening in London on a weekend, I could hop on a 

train bound for York, Edinburgh, or Cambridge (to name a few) after a quick 10-minute walk to 

Kings Cross-St Pancras station. 

The College also has an impressive list of social connections. These are illustrated in events that 

take place throughout the year. Port Talks – an evening lecture by a distinguished guest or expert 

– are run frequently, and Faculty Dinners (Scholars are attached to the Law Faculty) are elegant 

affairs. During the Faculty Dinner I attended, my dinner companions included several current 

and former judges of the UK Supreme Court and the incoming Lord Mayor of the City of 

London. Fox Scholars were also honoured to attend the College’s ‘Death of Equity’ colloquium 

in January. The colloquium was hosted in the Alban Hills outside of Rome and led by Lord 

Briggs of the UK Supreme Court and Professor Virgo of Cambridge University. It was an 

exceptional experience.  

I would be remiss if I did not mention shows at the Royal Albert Hall. Intricacies of funding has 

resulted in the College owning a box at Royal Albert Hall. College members can apply for seats 
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in a random ballot and attend shows for a (very) competitive rate. Amongst the various 

performances I attended in London, the Royal Albert Hall box remains a standout.  

Conclusion 

It has been an honour and a joy to be a Fox Scholar. In addition to those already mentioned, my 

thanks go to all of the Fox Scholarship trustees (both in Canada and in the UK), particularly 

Joseph Markson and his office. The year would have been much less smooth without Rebecca 

Gershon and her administrative skills. It has also been a privilege to get to know my co-Scholar, 

Anna-Marie. 

 

 

 


