Jasmine Dong

Fox Scholarship Reflection Note

The diversity of opportunities offered by the Fox Scholarship, from seeing the ins and outs of
full trials at all levels of court to attending the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch with Old Bailey
judges, has been unimaginable and unparalleled. The opportunity to shadow barristers was
invaluable, and | am especially thankful to those at Lamb Building, namely Andrew Selby and
Jon Harrison as well as all the bright young pupils. | also was brought into the fold by so many
from other chambers | met in court (e.g., Alison Morgan of CLP Solicitors, Daniel Jameson of
Garden Court, Aika Stephenson of Just For Kids Law, David Bentley and Sarah Vine of
Doughty Street, to name only a few). The heartfelt care and generosity of London’s legal
community has blown me away. Junior barristers and Supreme Court judges alike have
offered me noteworthy insights and guidance. From them, | have learned a thing or two about
how to think critically, creatively, and effectively use oral advocacy.

Middle Temple and Goodenough College were excellent at enriching my time here and
providing a home away from home. In particular, | was able to take advantage of Middle
Temple’s wonderful resources and librarians, top notch lectures, and exciting social events
(from the Shakespeare Cup to Grand Day). Goodenough too kept me busy with a well-rounded
social calendar, educational trips with the Dean, and lively chats in the hallway with new
friends from across the world. | came to London wishing to make one lifelong friend, and | am
happy to say that | have made several.

Living in the centre of London was an adventure in itself. The sheer number of museums,
theatres, and historical sites eradicated any concept of boredom, and exploring London's legal
landmarks deepened my appreciation for the legal tradition and its evolution. This city has
helped me foster a global outlook and will always hold a special place in my heart.

It is difficult to find “cons” with my experience as a Fox Scholar, but | will try. Besides an
obvious “con” being my injury (although re-learning how to walk is a deeply humbling
experience), the main “con” may be the financial setback | find myself in relative to my
Canadian peers who have made a higher income this past year without living in as expensive
a place as London. They have also spent a whole year accumulating direct experience at the
Ontario bar and | feel somewhat “behind” as | am only about to enter the practice now. That
said, | firmly believe that the Fox Scholarship is a priceless (and prestigious) life experience,
making these types of anxieties less significant in comparison.

Another “con” that came up took me back to some research done by my law school supervisor
on marginalized law students and mentorship, which highlighted the importance of pairing
mentees with mentors who share similar racial and/or socioeconomic backgrounds. As a
woman of a minority background, | eventually did find myself longing for some time learning
from individuals more like me. That said, | was met with wholehearted understanding and
encouragement when | raised these concerns, and | anticipate with the increasing diversity of
the bar that these sorts of concerns will lessen over time.

Overall, | am beyond grateful to Carolyn, Christa, the trustees, and everyone | met who offered
support and care along the way, and who invested their time and energy into me. | promise
you all that | will be looking back on this transformative year with pride, joy and awe for the
rest of my life.



